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®ffice of the Governor
State of Lounisiana

F.O, Box 94004
JoHN BEL EDWARDS
GD"-"ERNC‘R‘ (225} 342-TOIS

GOV, LA, GOV

October 2023

Dear Friends:

It is my honor to welcome New Orleans’ first outdoor historical drama — Le Code Noir.
For three decades, the Voices in the Dark Repertory Theatre Company has dedicated itself to
sharing the untold tale of Louisiana's formation through the eyes of the enslaved. | want to
commend each of the company’s members on creating the first outdoor historical drama in the
U.S. to explore the significance of the “Code Noir.”

The edict known as “Code Noir™ was authored by King Louis XIV in 1685 and governed
the lives of Native Americans, enslaved Africans, Free People of Color, and the Jewish community
in French-owned colonies until the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. It aimed to draw lines among
Louisiana’s people based on race, culture, class, and faith. Even so, the restrictions weren’t strong
enough to prevent the rich blend of cultures and traditions that have made Louisiana one of the
most distinctive states in our nation.

I hope those joining for tonight's performance in Congo Square leave with a greater
understanding of the soul of our Louisiana identity. I encourage you to delve deeper into our rich
history and explore all the wonderful things our state has to offer. Thank you to the Voices in the
Dark Repertory Theatre Company for their important work.

Sincerely,

John Bel Edwards
Governor

Baton Rouse, Louwsiana 7OB0<4-5004

Greetings,

As Mayor of the City of New Orleans, it is with great pride
that I commend Voices in the Dark Repertory Theatre
Company for producing the history-making drama Le Code
Noir.

Our diverse culture draws more than 19 million people to the
city each year, making it the #3 Top Destination for City
Lovers in the United States (/ripadvisor's Travelers' Choice,
2022). Le Code Noir has the potential to join the ranks of
events that highlight our multicultural heritage, such as Mardi

>,
Gras, the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival, ESSENCE Festival of Culture, Satchmo
SummerFest, the Annual Bayou Classic, Crescent City Blues & BBQ Festival, and the Allstate
Sugar Bowl. The theatrical success of this production will aid in economic growth and educate
visiting tourists and locals alike, all while providing seasonal job opportunities for the community.

Culture 1s integral to the basic fabric of life in New Orleans. Thus, by appreciating our culture, we
can understand our past, who we are, and how our rich history has shaped what we have become.
Congo Square — considered to be the birthplace of Jazz — has long been a communication hub
in New Orleans since it first served as a meeting place for the enslaved and Free People of Color
during the antebellum years. It continues to serve as a gathering place that hosts many events
throughout the year, including New Orleans’ first Jazz Fest in 1970. There 1s no better place to
host the Inaugural Premiere of Le Code Noir than this sacred place.

For 30 years, and through three administrations, Voices in the Dark has worked tirelessly to fulfill
its mission of bringing Le Code Noir from the page to the stage. I am pleased to support and
sponsor this inaugural event during my administration in partnership with the Office of Cultural
Economy.

Join me as we present our living history, New Orleans’ first Outdoor Historical Drama — /e Code
Noir — to the world.

Sincerely,

15 Cadiy

LaToya Cantrell
Mayor, City of New Orleans
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To the Audience,

| am absolutely delighted and proud to welcome vou to the Voices in the Dark Repertory Theatre
Company’s inaugural presentation of New Orleans’ first outdoor historical drama, Le Code Noir.
This production takes its name from Code Noir —an edict promulgated by Louis XIV in 1685 that
defined the conditions of slavery in the French colonial empire. Set against the backdrop of Congo
Square, a place of profound importance to both New Orleans and African American history, we follow
the tale of a young, enslaved girl arriving at the port of New Orleans in 1794, her story woven together
with events from Louisiana's history that shaped her life and changed the course of this nation.

As a city, and certainly as a nation, we are facing many pressing issues which will undoubtedly resonate
with this powerful production. As we know, the arts have an essential role within our society, providing
audiences with the opportunity to immerse themselves and delve deeper into our shared humanity
through the stories being shared on stage. This production is an opportunity to connect important events
through compelling storytelling with a new generation of viewers. And we all know that sharing,
examining, and exploring the full truth of history is more essential than ever to building a more just
tomorrow.

Congratulations to all of those who have contributed so meaningfully to this production, including its
writer — the late Mark R. Sumner, producer/director Tommye Myrick, the incredible cast, the Kai
Knight Dance Ensemble, and world-renowned percussionist and musical arranger Bill Summers.

Thank you to the funders and partners of this engagement including the National Endowment for the
Arts, The New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Foundation, the New Orleans Tourism and Cultural Fund,
the New Orleans Theatre Association, the Antenna: Platform Artist Grant, the Carol J. Sutton
Memorial Grant, Liberty Bank and Trust, the New Orleans Council for the Arts, Thrive! Uplifting
Theatres of Color, Premier Medical Rehab, LLC, Le Musee Free People of Color Museum, The Congo
Square Preservation Society, The McKinley Studios, and the The Law Office of Marie Bookman.

Again, thank you for sharing in these stories and for bringing this essential art forward.

Sincerely,

Helena Moreno
New Orleans City Council Vice President

Letter of Support and Congratulations

New Orleans City Council District C

From the Desk of Councilman Freddie King 111

To the Esteemed Members and Supporters of the Voices in the Dark Repertory Theatre Company,

It is with great admiration that I acknowledge the unparalleled dedication and passion of Voices in the Dark. For
thirty vears, under the visionary guidance of the incomparable Tommye Myrick, vou have illuminated the rich
tapestry of the African American experience, offering profound insights into the stories often left untold.

The debut of "Le Code Noir" stands as a monumental testament to your commitment to historical storytelling. This
intricate portrayal of a young, enslaved girl's journey provides a poignant exploration of the events and figures that
have indelibly shaped Louisiana's distinctive history and culture.

Witnessing the collaboration between the Voices in the Dark Repertory Theatre Company, the Kai Knight Dance
Ensemble, and the esteemed Bill Summers is nothing short of inspiring. Together, you have conjured the authentic
sounds and spirits of Congo Square, transporting us to a time of immense significance.

On behalf of New Orleans City Council District C, [ offer my sincerest congratulations on this historic endeavor.
Your work not only educates but unites, weaving threads of understanding and acceptance throughout our diverse

community.

May "Le Code Noir" be celebrated and remembered as an emblem of your dedication and may Voices in the Dark
continue to shine brightly, offering insight, understanding, and aceeptance through the aris.

With th&fhighest regard,
” . g » ! ! !
Councilman Freddie King 111

New Orleans City Council District C
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Sumner Family

October 1, 2023

Dear Tommye,

Do you remember these words? “Mark Sumner and Tommye Myrick have taken the
story of the underground railroad as it existed in North Carolina, and turned it into the
most exciting on the summer circuit, Pathway to Freedom.” Critic, Bill Morrison, wrote
those words about your first collaboration with my husband, Mark. That was 1994,
When | first met you, that year, and watched you and Mark work together, | saw trust
and respect personified.

Over the years | watched you advocate for a New Orleans outdoor drama at the place
where so much of your history took place, insist on working with Mark again, and then
actually do it. | have very fond memories of sitting in the car as you drove us through the
city to Creole country telling and showing us the history of your world. There was much
arguing back and forth between collaborators, but at the end of the day, literally, always
CONSensus.

MNow here we are 27 years later. You never gave up, you always believed and your
talent is evident. May this success continue and bring much more to the story, our
story, of New Orleans and the nation.

| thank you, on behalf of the Sumner family, for leading us all to this production of “Le
Code Moir”. Congratulations to the cast and crew for their hard work and dedication to
the play and Voices in the Dark. Mark would be so happy today.

The Dream Still Lives,

Glenn Sumner

- -_.___‘_‘_-_____________ —
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Oftentimes people say .." words cannot express my gratitude” and then they go on to say
the words they could not express. | will not say that. |am not left speechless. In fact,
| have so much to say.

Let’s start with thank you.

[ha k you to my loving aunt, Hilda Yvonne Lincoln, who raised me in the deep south in
the early 1950's; and taught me that despite the searegated schools where we received
secondhand hﬂnks about Dick and Jane and their dog Spot; that there lived a Nat, a Harriet
and a Douglass. Thank you for filling my head with knowledge of who we were and are as
a people and the importance of our contributions to, not just America, but to the World.
Thank you for instilling in me the tenacity to never aive up on my dreams and to have

the perseverance to never doubt nor falter.

| Thank you to my Board of Directors and former New Orleans National Jazz Park supervisor,

Gayle Hazelwood, for supporting my vision without binders and trusting me to represent.

| Thank you to this maanificent cast and crew of over 50 singers, actors, musicians, dancers

and theatre technicians for believing in me. Thank you for your faith, your skill and most
of all your patience. For truly you did not do THIS for the money,

Above all, thank you to Mark R. Sumner (co-author) mentor and friend, no longer here
to see this work realized after 27 years, wh0 taught me the importance of documenting
and preserving history throuah storytelling. Without him THIS would never have happened.

| am reminded of a dialogue from Le Code Noir written by both Mark and I:

Mark: “This household is a strange fabric, Walter.”
Me:  “Yessir, like my mama’s quilt.”

Yes, a quilt that is made up of many fabrics, different patterns, and a multitude of colors,
all joined together by a single thread. THIS is what Louisiana is. THIS is what America is
meant to be. To cut the thread at any point is to weaken that which keeps us warm, safe,
and secure as a family, as a country and a nation; for, it is the only tie that binds.

The Vision Continues...Still.

-~ Tommye Myrick




' The Writers: Mark R. Sumner & Tommye Myrick &

- |

Mark was, for 25 years, the director of the Institute of Outdoor Drama (10D) at the University of
North Carolina in Chapel Hill. As such, he oversaw the expansion and nourishment of the American
Outdoor Historical Drama Movement, a body of theatre companies that occupy a unigue niche in
our canon of theatre. Simply put, these theatres produce plays in amphitheaters that dramatize
significant events in our history, and they are produced on the sites where the events occurred.
Best estimates are that Mark was instrumental in helping establish some 30 outdoor dramas in

20 states and sustained many more that span the country from Ramona in Hemet, CA (est. in 1927),
to The Lost Colony in Manteo, NC (opened in 1937)... both of which are still running.

Mark was a man of many accomplishments in his 93 years. He had undergrad and grad degrees

in theatre— he received numerous awards and honors (including the Davis Award from SETC); and

— 47 he served as a combat infantry soldier in the U.S. Army during WWII, most notably in the famed
| Mark Reese Sumner Battle of the Bulge where his courageous actions earned him two Bronze Stars and from France,

= (June. 1923 June. 2017) the Legion of Honor. Mark was a playwright, a director, a producer, and a distinguished professor. .

| His career included service in professional stock, university, and community theatre, and saw him
| in leadership roles for ACTF. SETC (he was a former president), and the National Theatre Conference
among many others. He was also a proud member of Equity, the Dramatist Guild and SSDC. On his
retirement from the 10D in 1990, the agency honored him by establishing the Mark R. Sumner
Award, the only national recognition for distinguished achievement in the American outdoor
drama field. Mark Sumner was a man of gentle spirit, high standards, and of great decency.

Mark Sumner was the marrow in the bones of the American Outdoor Historical Drama Movement,
~ and we proudly called him valued colleague and mentor.

2

Tommye Myrick (2020 Big Easy Lifetime Achievement in Theatre Recipient) is a native New Orleanian.
Her interest in social justice was fueled by her acceptance into Free Southern Theater at the age of 18
while attending Xavier University. She attended The University of Michigan where she received her
Masters and immediately began working on her Ph.D. Later moving to New York City, she studied
with renowned theater director, producer, mentor, and friend Gene Frankel. She also worked with
Doualass Turner Ward and Woody King.

She returned to New Orleans to found Voices In The Dark Repertory Theatre Company. Winner of two
Big Easy Awards as Best Director, she is an Educator, Historian and Activist, and dedicated to giving
voice to the voiceless through theatre.

As an educator, she is the former director of the New Orleans African American Museum and Artistic :
Director of Southern University in New Orleans while serving as the Assistant Director of The Center
for African and African American Studies.

TO GIVE A VOICE TO THOSE THAT GO UNHEARD

Voices in the Dark Repertory Theatre Company History, Mission and Vision £
* HISTORY

' Voices in the Dark Repertory Theatre Company beqan as an all-African American women's theatre company dedicated to
~ presenting, showcasing, and performing works written by and/ or about the African American woman. It was the brainchild
| of its president and Founding Director, Ms. Tommye Myrick, after reading poems and short stories written by her good friend

1 and poet, Ms. Sharon Bridaforth. Inspired by the moving messages about the plight of the African American woman, Ms. Myrick

- established the first-ever, all-African American Women's Theatre Company in this country in 1992 (featured in Essence Magatine).
Soon, the company, which started with 13 female members, grew to a membership of 52, which included both men and women.
Operating out of New Orleans, Louisiana for the past 30 years, Voices in the Dark and its Artistic Director have produced over
60 productions and received numerous awards and recognitions. Plays, films presentations, art exhibits, and book signings
have been carefully and meticulously selected to qive a voice to the voiceless. Panel discussions, study quides and lectures
;Jsually a;;umuanv every production presented by Voices to further enlighten and enhance the theatrical experience
- for its audiences.

e T - By

~ Mission

= VYoices' mission is to strengthen the “ties that bind” all peoples — regardless of their gender, religion, political affiliation, race
~ orethnicity through theatre. It is Voices belief that where there is insight, there is understanding; where there is understanding,

| there is acceptance. Voices in the Dark is a unique and noteworthy organization, having continued impact throughout the

~ community, City of New Orleans and the State of Louisiana.

~ Vision

* This is our most ambitious project yet for Voices—"Le Code Noir,” New Orleans first Historical Outdoor Drama. It begins at historic

+ (ongo Square. The centerpiece of this project is “Le Code Noir.” This Historical Qutdoor Drama that would be presented annually,
~ and we envision it in Congo Square. As an Outdoor Historical Drama, “Le Code Noir" is a functional, living historical journey rather
~ than a theoretical lecture on the making of Louisiana.

Written by Mark R. Sumner and Tommye Myrick, the play, based on the creative dramatization these historical events, present and
explore themes centered on regionally and nationally recognized fiqures. The story dramatizes human survival and the power to
create a clearer understanding of the remarkable and fascinating events in the history of Louisiana and the making of this country,



The PIayers

Jyna Roots (Ausseftua, the Griof)

Originally from Washington, D.C., Jyna refined her passion for all aspects of theatre while attending
Dillard University. Her work with schools and in the community has afforded her opportunities to write
and co-write half a dozen plays. She has also successiully stage managed, directed, performed in and
served on production teams for a myriad of productions including: To Be Young, Gifted and Black, Cat
On A Hot Tin Roof, Four Little Girls, For Colored Girls..., The Amistad Research Center’s 50th Anniversary
Celebration, El Haj Malik, The Colored Museum, A Raisin in the Sun, Clybourne Park, The House Thal
Would Not Stand, and most recently, The Color Purple, Having studied under and learned from some
of the greatest teachers and directors, Jyna stands upon a strong foundation of continued support

in @ far reaching and rich theatre community and honors the responsibility of carrying the torch

while always remembering; All that is good and accomplished in the world takes work.

Queen Shereen (Santee)

Queen Shereen is a multi-passionate Intuitive Energy Healer/Performer/Educator/Entrepreneur.

She Is a native New Yorker currently building her Queendom in New Orleans. Queen Shereen earned

a BS in Chemistry from North Carolina AGM State University and an MFA in Acting from the Actors
Studio Drama School at Pace University. She was most recently seen as Shug Avery in Le Petit Theatre's
“The Color Purple” and has performed on stages in commercials and film across the United States and
internationally. She loves creating and producing work with her soul tribe that inspires and heals.

Her vision and mission are to embody and create safe spaces for all humanity to be the fullest
expression of themselves and reveal their true voices to the world.

Cody Keech (Reynard Dupree)

Cody Keech is 3 25-year-old actor born in California. Trained at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts
in New York, he pried a degree from the jaws of COVID-19 and after some time away he Is eager to
get back to work. He has appeared in multiple independent films, such as Cream of the Crop directed
by Doug Maddox, and Anybody directed by Ricky Burchell. Throughout his academic career, (ody was
cast in a multitude of stage productions, his very first being a high school production of The Sound

of Music and most recently Machinal. Although he was trained predominantly as a stage actor, Cody
has a lifelong fascination with film and television and finds inspiration in many places. In his personal
lite Cody finds himself most often boxing, playing guitar, enjoying live music, and spending too much
money in restaurants.

Michael C. Forest (Willie Miller)

Michael C. Forest is a native of New Orleans who studied under Tommye Myrick. In his debut
stage performance, Michael won the New Orleans Big Easy Award for Best Actor for his portrayal
of Walter Lee Younger in “A Raisin in the Sun,” also directed by Ms. Myrick. His most recent
performances include leading roles in multiple productions including “Pantomime” (Crescent
(ity Stage) in which he was nominated for a Big Easy Entertainment award (Best Actor), and
“FHy,” which was directed by Tommye Myrick.

Benjamin (lay (Walter)

Benjamin Clay (Yeshua, Yes You Are!) is a native New Orleanian. From a childhood fantasy and familiar dream to
an unexpected reality, his dreams of acting have come true. No stranger to a stage as a vocalist, he has enjoyed
many experiences as a background singer on the stages of Essence Music Festival and The New Orleans Jazz and
Hertage Festival, just to name a few. His acting debut was in Tommye Myrick’s stage play "Nativite Le Noir”
(The Black Navity), and his latest credit was as Old Mister and the Preacher in The Color Purple at

LePetit Theater in New Orleans with director/choreographer Donald Jones, Jr. He is a graduate of Louisiana

Tech University, earning a BFA in Graphic Design. Ben is always grateful for the opportunity to hone his varied
skills in creative expression, and very appreciative of the constant support from his family and friends.

Myia’Rene Carter (Tilly)

MyiaRene’, a rising powerhouse, graces stages with styles of R&B, Gospel, and Classical music, which showcases
her signature, sultry sound. A graduate of Dillard University in vocal performance, MyiaRene” embadies not only
her love for music but her scholastic achievement as well. She was last seen in The Color Purple Musical, that ran
al Le Petit Theatre. MyiaRene" is the founder and lead teacher of Soul Sounds Vocal Academy, Inc. Her passion for
community enrichment through arts programming ties into her personal motto: “Making the World a Better Place,
one Vocal Chord at a Time." MyiaRene’ is an entertainer and teaching artist known to soothe and heal the soul.
After this production, her plans are to tour various venues in Europe as an operatic vocalist.

Nicholas Bordelon (Franklin Armsirong)

Nicholas Bordelon Is a born and raised Louisiana native. He began acting in a small-town community theater and
decided to make it his life-long goal to pursue it professionally. After graduating with a degree in International
Finance from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, Nicholas moved to Los Angeles to make it big, but ended
up moving home after 8 years because of the expanding film industry here in Louisiana. Credits include NCIS:
New Orleans, Queen Sugar, The Green Book, and A Christmas Surprise, short films, and commercials. Nicholas
has been getting back to his roots in the theater here in New Orleans as well, with last year's Inner Child at the
Actors Apothecary and Le Code Noir. Nicholas is honored and excited to be a part of this historical production
and s proud to be working with such a talented cast, dedicated directors, and amazing crew.

Jarrod Jones (Jacque Lessard)

Jarrod Jones is 3 New Orleans native who works as a production assistant within the local film industry. Acting
has always been a life-long interest for him and that passion strengthened in 2020 during the first months of

the COVID pandemic as he began taking acting courses and auditioning. Within the next three years, Jarrod has
had roles in a number of short films and web series. Le Code Noir is his first performance on stage. He s very

excited about participating in this historical drama. He believes Le Code Noir will not only entertain audiences
with a touching story but will also educate them about a significant era in the history of New Orleans and

the state of Louisiana.

Duily Austin (Jean Lafitte)

Duffy Austin is a New Orleans born actor. Having performed at such great venues as The Historic Carver Theatre
and The New Orleans Jazz Market. He also appeared in "Our Town” at the “Le Petit Du Vieux Carre Theatre" and
will be appearing in a New Major motion picture due out this fall.




Palrick Clementine (Marcello Metoyer)

Patrick Clementine is a veteran actor in Community Theatres across the South; Atlanta, GA, Dallas, TX, and

New Orleans, LA. Patrick is one of the original cast members of Le Code Noir having performed with Voices in
The Dark Repertory since December 2017 when the show was first previewed in historic Congo Square. He is no
stranger to the stage also having performed in notable projects with The Chakula Cha Jua and Ethiopian Theatre
Companies. Patrick auditioned and was selected to attend The Lowisiana Film Industry Professional Workforce
Development Program designed to hone his craft and further opportunities in screen and television acting.
Patrick also credits having studied with mentors such as Dr. Theadore Gilliam, Ms. Jacqueline Fleming,

Mr. im Gleason, and Ms. Tommye Myrick with equipping him with the knowledge, skills, and abilities
necessary to succeed, True to his character Marcello Metoyer, Patrick 1s an actual descendant of the

famed Cane River Settlement.

Mark Druhet (Don Franco)

Mark is an American-born actor and artist born on Pease Air Force Base in New Hampshire and raised by his
grandmother here in New Orleans. Mark began his modeling and acting career at the young age of 15. He is
a graduate of the prestigious Prairie View AGM University, earning a Bachelors in Architectural Design. After
working in commercial construction, he abandoned this previous career to get back to his passion of acting.
Mark has been featured in NCIS: New Orleans, Filthy Rich and numerous commercials and fashion editorials.
He is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. and is committed to community service and youth
empowerment. He Is also a published artist.

Jim Holmes (Jonathan Miller)

Jim Holmes is excited to work with Tommye Myrick again. He worked with her as Reynard Dupree in

a preview of Le Code Noir and as John (. Adams in a production written and directed by her for the
50th Anniversary of Amistad Research (enter. He has performed in NOLA Voice Theatre productions

in venues from Arabi to Lockport. He has also worked at various theaters around the city including
Loyola Opera Theater, Jefferson Performing Arts Society, Le Petit Théatre du Vieux Carré, and SL. Luke’s
Lutheran Church. He also worked at Bay St. Louis Little Theater. He has served the theater community
on the boards of the Crescent City Lights Youth Theater, Le Petit Théatre du Vieux Carré and Voices in
the Dark Repertory Theatre Company. He hopes that this production on the site of Congo Square,
formally called “Le Place des Negres,” will open discussion of the experiences of African Americans
and their part in shaping America.

Erin King (Lucy)

Erin King is an aspiring actress who recently made her acting debut in Inner Child (Renita) at The Actor's
Apothecary. She rediscovered her passion for acting her senior year of college when she performed in the
Aavier University of Louisiana Musical Revue, in which she sang Les Misérables’ “l Dreamed a Dream”
She will also be featured in the Institute of Women and Ethnic Studies production of Happy Birthday
Leonard (Erin). Erin has also performed in The Billboard (Kayla) at the American Studies Association
Conference in New Orleans and was most recently featured in the premiere of “The Defiance of
Dandelions” (Softness) as a part of No Dream Deferred’s “We Will Dream Festival.” Erin s a Chicago
native who currently resides in New Orleans, LA. The budding actress plans to continue her studies

of the craft by obtaining her MFA in Performing Arts. When she isn't on stage, Erin enjoys hanging

out with friends, doing yoga, and working as the Program Coordinator for Xavier University's Honors
Program. Erin would like to thank her family and friends who have supported her as she continues

her acting journey.

Alcee Jones (Joshua Dupree)

Alcee is a New Orleans native who studied Musical Theatre at NOCCA, a pre-professional conservatory

for the arts, that disciplined him in acting, dance, and singing all throughout his four years in high school.
After graduation, he briefly attended Roosevelt University in Chicago for a BFA in Dance as well s studying
voice and acting. After this production, he plans to set sail with MSC Cruises as one of their Lead Vocalist.
(redits include Come See About Me (Cedar Point), The Color Purple (Le Petit Theatre), In the Heights (JPAS),
Holiday Inn (JPAS), Hit the Wall (Roosevelt University), Titanic (NOCCA), Footloose (SLT), Mamma Mia (SLT),
Kiss Me Kate (SLT), Legally Blonde (Metropolis Performing Arts Center).

Jordan Bordenave (Katherine)

Althouah she grew up overseas, Jordan Bordenave is a New Orleans native. While she has only been
acling professionally since 2020, those who know her would agree that she's always been an actress.
Some of her previous credits include Ericka Boafo in School Girls, The African Mean Girls Play, and an
Azalea Girl in AMC's “Interview with The Vampire”. This year she dabbled in the backstage world, as a
stage manager for “The Defiance of Dandelions” by Philana Imade Omorotionmwan. Her hobbies
include tree planting, pilates, and writing. She is thrilled to play a part in making Louisiana history.
Her next endeavor will be moving to NYC to kick off her Broadway career.

Amy Woodruil (Amanda Miller)

Amy Woodruff 1s a tenth generation Louisianian and the first member of her family to receive a college dearee.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre from McNeese University (Louisiana), and a Master of Fine Arts from
Goddard College (Vermont). Since resettling from southwest Louisiana to Uptown New Orleans in 1998, her
live appearances have been with companies such as Theatre Loutsiana (including a ghostly solo folktale about
her Acadiana ancestors called Moon Cove, the fitle role in The Insanity of Mary Girard, and more. Woodruif has
been onstage at the Montréal Fringe Festival in Canada, at about (including five Dramarama festivals at the
Contemporary Arts Center. She has trained with Dah Teatar of Serbia, Odin Teatret of Denmark, and Vortex
Repertory Theatre of Austin TX.

Noah Hazzard (Jean Pierre Dupree/Andrew Jackson)

Recent credits include 12th Night, Henry IV Pt. 1, Macbeth (New Orleans Shakespeare Festival), The Play that
Goes Wrong (Rivertown), Fly (National WW2 Museum, Voices), Rent (Summer Lyric), and Song of Home (Physical
Theatre Festival Chicago) to name a few. Noah associate produced the indie feature film The Dirty South. He has
performedin the apprentice company at the Williamstown Theatre Festival, interned at The Public Theater, and
professionallyworked for NBCUniversal, Disney, 20th Century Studios, and Focus Features. Noah Is a graduate

of Tulane University.

Ross Cheatham (Joseph/Charles Deslonde)

Ross Cheatham s a 24-year-old graduate from Tulane University. A former member of the University of louisiana
Ragin’ Cajun Football Team. This is my acting stage debut production, and | want to thank God for opening this
door for me. This production has been such a great experience. Being able to work with amazing cast members
has made this production worthwhile.




Laurila Marie (Marie Laveau)

Laurita Marie (Akwaweewa Bon Mambo, Iya Ifasadé Fadoyin Fayemi) is a 7th-generation New Orleanian
born and raised in Trem@. She is a Mambo (Priestess in Haitian Yodou) and an Iyanifa (lyawo/Priest of Ifa,

a West African/Yoruba Spiritual System). Marie is also owner of Sweet Storm Productions LLC, 3 healer,
playwright, actress, director, member of the Babydolls Social Aide and Pleasure Club, a spoken word artist,
poet, and teacher to kids with special needs. Ascending from a long line of healers, seers, hougans, mambos,
rootworkers, musicians, arfists and culture preservationists, she knows it is a part of her destiny to honor
her ancestors by continuing the legacy they left behind. She observes this by being obedient by wearing

the crown of the many titles previously mentioned.

Shiquita Brooks (Ensemble)

Shiquita Brooks is a native New Orleanian and is delighted to be amonagst this incredibly talented
cast and amazing production! Since graduating with a BA in Vocal Performance from Spelman College,
she has performed in a variety of productions that include opera, musical theater, and gospel, like
The Color Purple, Porgy and Bess, In the Heights, Irvin Mayfield's Strange Fruit, and many more.

She is very thankful to her family and friends for their constant love and support and hopes

everyone Is touched and inspired by the show.

Jada Tanner (Ensemble)

Jada Tanner is a New Orleans native. She is a sultry songstress who began her singing career in
gospel music. Singing gospel music has expanded her music journey beyond the four walls of the
church to venues such as The New Orleans Jazz (amp, New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival,
Essence Music Festival and more. Jada has sung behind the great talents of Kirk Franklin, the late
Daryl Coley, Trombone Shorty, and Darry Coley, and has performed the National Anthem for the
New Orleans Pelicans. Her talents also afforded her the opportunity to attend the prestigious

New Orleans Creative Center for the Arts (NOCCA), where she received her certificate of completion
in Voice Performance. Jada continues to sing background vocals for vanous artists while perfecting
her own solo music career.

Dane Rhodes (Sabastian Mahan)

Dane Rhodes is @ 30-year veteran of the New Orleans’ stages and film industry. He has been seen
in many hats including actor, director, producer, designer, and janitor (see producer duties) on every
performance space in The Big Easy. Look for him in over 100 movies and tv shows such as

The Magnificent Seven, D'Jango Unchained and Queen of the South. Dane has acting and/or
designed mare than Dane says “Whenever Ms T calls,” his answer is always- “when do we start?”

Aviwe DeBois, Nandipha DeBois, Zion Crawford, Noah Guitroz, Meah Poret,
Sergio Rivera, Madison Rose Marie Delprit, Lauryn Rose Johnson, Xayden Ellison

The Bill Summers Ethnic Ensemble

Soloman Mason, Titos Sompa, Judah Mason,
Luther Gray, Shaka Zulu, Kamau Wesley Phillips
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Dane Rhodes (Sef Design)
Dane Rhodes is a 30-year veteran of the New Orleans’ stages and film '[mjus.tw_ He has been seen in many hats

including actor, director, producer, designer, and janitor (see producer duties) on every performance space in
The Big Easy. Look for him in over 100 movies and tv shows such as The Magnificent Seven, D'Jango Unchained
and Queen of the South. Dane has acted and designed more than he says he has. He has said, whenever Ms. T
calls, my answer is always “when do we start?”

Phyllis Johnson (Production Coordinator) Vicior Campbell L=
As Production Coordinator for Voices in the Dark Theatre Company for close to 3 decades, it is my honor Victor Campbell is young piano player hailing from Camagiiey, Cuba. Campbell began playing piano at the age of 5 : Soa i
to have the privilege to work with this award-winning director and company as it presents this original and went on to train at Cuba’s National School of the Arts. Since his late teens he has played all over the US and \
production of New Orleans’ first outdoor historical drama, Le Code Noir internationally. Victor first visited New Orleans in 2012 as part of an exchange program with the Louis Armstrong
Summer Jazz (amp. That wisit changed his life, and in 2019 Victor decided to move to New Orleans. He has been
Sﬂ“ﬂ}’ Siiameka Gl'ﬂ}' (Slﬂgﬁ Hﬂﬂﬂgﬁl’) feverishly studying all styles of New Orleans music ever since, and incorporating il into his own musical language.
Sallay Shameka Gray is an Actress born and raised in New Orleans. She studied theater at Northwestem He can effortlessly {ransition from a blues solo, to a Cuban timba montuno, then right into classical piano.
State University in Natchitoches, LA and later received her BFA in acting and producing at the Academy of ) i
Art University in San Francisco, CA. Her recent projects include Alienated, Always on My Mind, Murderous Raion Ramsey (Vocal Director)
Affairs and NCIS:New Orleans, I'M A Virgo. Sallay Shameka is currently the international and United States Raion Ramsey , a singer/songwriter whose voice is known to be magical x vibey (Pop, Lofi, RGB). Her sound is
representative for Women in Film and Television Louisiana as well the immediate past president and has known to be soothing, vulnerable, sassy, yet powerful. Being multifaceted, she has performed on many stages
been on the Board since 2016. such as The New Orleans Jazz Festival, Essence Festival of Culture, to name a few. She has been featured on
many albums with artists such as P Morton, Big Freedia, Mykal Kilgore, Boyfriend, Trombone Shorty and
Tameka Bob (ASSiSIﬂIﬂ smge MEIIIHEEI} Erica Falls. [][IEPf the albums she was a part of received a ﬁrqmmj.rin 2021. Raion says ”;ing_ing is my lifeline;

it saves my life”. She will go wherever her qift takes her, sharing light, love, & peace. Raion Is also the founder
and CED of Young Starz of NOLA, a nonprofit organization that provides multi-faceted, high-quality performing
arts programs to the youth of New Orleans. We seek fo create an all-inclusive, comprehensive art curriculum

v and programming to innercity youth.

Tameka shines on TV, Film, and Stage. But it doesn't stop there. In her spare time, she moonlights as a
stage manager helping to bring productions to life. Tameka's stage experience ranges from “Dreamgirls”
to her very awn written work, "It's a Man's Thing" and "The Maya in Me," which both received rave
reviews. Most recently, she starred in the laugh-out loud funny stage production of "Chicken and Biscuits
as Beverly. And let's not forget her work in "Women of Brewster Place," directed by Tommye Myrick.

She also starred alongside Tommye in the Obie Award Winning play "The House That Will Not Stand," Bill Summers (Music Director)

where she snagged the Big Easy Award for Best Supporting Actress. For more on Tameka's film and Bill Summers is an American, New Orleans-based, Afro-Cuban Jazz/Latin Jazz percussionist, a multi-instrumentalist

TV credits: www.TamekaBob.com who plays primarily on conga drums. In the 1970s, he founded Bill Summers & Summers Heat. The group produced
seven albums between 1977 and 1983. During the 1990s, Summers played with Los Hombres (alientes along with

Tifiani Sheriif (CIISIIIIIIB “ESiQIlBI') co-leader of the group, trumpeter Irvin Mayfield and Jason Marsalis. However, Summers has a much longer musical

career, often working behind the scenes on film scores for various movies such as The Color Purple, and the TV mini-
series Roots with Quincy Jones. He also plaved with Herbie Hancock during The Headhunters years, and is mentioned
in passing by the liner notes of The Headhunters' 2003 release Evolution Revolution as contributing to that recording.

Tiffani Sheriff was born into a family with a rich legacy in art, design and aesthetics. Her professional
experiences with luxury brands and as owner of a vintage clothing store further developed her eye for
detail and laid the foundation for her work in film and theater. Tiffani's current practice through her
consulting firm MUSINGS includes wardrobe, production and event design services. Her holistic approach
to engaging clients and manaqing projects has contributed to creative works enjoyed around the world.

Kai Knight (Choreographer)

Kai Knight is an Adjunct Professor of Dance at Loyola, Xavier, and Tulane Universities. She is the
artistic director of Silhouette Dance Ensemble and Breathe/Dance Theatre Collective. Ms. Knight

is the founder and executive director of the Cultural Ties Dance Festival. She is also the executive

producer of Landscape of Africa Diaspora Dance, featuring Kumbuka African Drum and Dance

Collective and the director and executive producer of Cultural Soul, a dance on film paying l'e
homage to the ancestral connected movements of the African Diaspora of New Orleans.

She is a performing artist and collaborating choreographer for “Gomela’, a Junebug Production.

9
Ms. Knight choreographed for “Le Code Noir," directed by Tommye Myrick in 2017 A l““lSlana 0“[“00]‘ ﬂ]Sloncal l]l'ﬂma
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Tommye Myrick Soline Holmes Phyllis Johnson
President Vice-President Secretary/Treasurer

Hon. Marie A. Bookman (Ret.) Hon. Paula A. Brown Karen Nabonne (oaxum
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Angela Bassett Cheryl (ramer Ted Quant Malcolm Jamal Warner
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COVER STORY

History Under
the Stars

Inaugural Premiere

of Le Code Noir

Outdoor Historical Dramas tell the tales of our American herit-
age through song, dance, and prose. These dramas usually use the
beautiful ambiance of Mother Nature as their scenic background.

Almaost every state in the U.S. has an outdoor drama associated
with its state that tells its history or significant events, or they portray
important pEﬂp]e who contributed to its develnpment. Louisiana was
not in that number until now. Le Code Neir, premiering in October
2023, will make that happen.

Twenty-seven vears in the making, Le Code Neoir - written and
conceived by director/producer Tommye Myrick and the late
Director Emeritus of the Institute of Outdoor Drama, Mark R.
Sumner, takes its name from the French King Louis X1V edict of 1685,
which became law in Louisiana’s Antebellum South. It was called
Code Noir ('The Black Code). This decree governed the enslaved
and restricted the activities of Free People of Color throughout the
French Empire. It also called for the expulsion of all Jewish people
from France's colonies. Unique to Louisiana, enslaved Africans could
gather in the late 1700s and early 1800s in an area away from the
Mississippi River called Place des Négres. This provision allowed
the enslaved to dance, sing, and speak their native tongue on Sundays
in what is now known as Congo Square. This was permitted as part
of Code Noir.
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Set in
antebellum Louisiana, the centerpiece of Le Code Noir is Congo
Square. A full-length drama, Le Code Noir chronicles the life of an
18-year-old enslaved African girl named Santee, who arrives at the
port of New Orleans and the auction block from Saint-Domingue
(Haiti) in 1794. She was sold to privateers by her slave master as he
fled the Haitian Revolution. We follow her life for the next 30 years
as she experiences significant events in American history that would
torever shape Louisiana and its unique culture.

Le Code Noir will be the latest addition to Outdoor Historical
Dramas in America, similar to North Carolinas The Lost Colony
(running continuously since 1937-present), Unto These Hills
(1949-present), and Ohio’s Tecumseh (1973-present). It will be an
annual tourist attraction for the City of New Orleans and the State
of Louisiana for years to come.

A feasibility study done by the United States Institute of Outdoor
Drama for the National Park Service concluded:

“The opportunity for success of the New Orleans drama
pmpnm.f, given its exceptional sub_,l'fr:r matter, is very positive. Its merit
and potential for artistic, cultural, and economic prosperity are high,
and it is the opinion of the study team and the Institute of Outdoor
Drama that the project be aggressively pursued...”

t .

Le Code Neir is the first Outdoor Historical Drama

LE

COUDE NOIR: ® in New Orleans and the first in the U.S. to perform at

ou

a Mational Historical Landmark - CONGO SQUARE.
Audiences will witness the mixing of cultures and blood-
lines, the roots, rthythms, and recipes of a people uniquely
defining New Orleans.

Le Code Noir will be performed at CONGO SQUARE

GLEMENS

Wb on October 13, 14, and 15 at 5:00 p.m. FREE TO THE
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Tormmye Myrick
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